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For Immediate Release
Friday, July 11th, 2014
Contact: 6032713665

House Republicans Comment on ACA Related State Budget Concerns
CONCORD  Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Finance
Committee Ranking Republican Neal Kurk (RWeare) offered the following comments relative to news
that enrollment in the State’s traditional Medicaid program has spiked, in part due to the ACA related
individual mandates, and that DHHS is facing a $37 million budget shortfall.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“For months prior to Obamacare mandates taking effect, we were warned that an enrollment surge
was a likely possibility. Now we’re faced with another potential state budget breaker largely as a result
of this unpopular federal law. It’s great that the federal government is picking up 50% of the cost for this
pool of new enrollees, but states shouldn’t have been expected to absorb all of this excess in cost all
at once. This situation is essentially an unfunded mandate, made possible by a poorly conceived law.”
House Finance Committee Ranking Republican Neal Kurk (RWeare)

“It’s safe to say that the DHHS estimates for increased enrollment in traditional Medicaid were too low.
While it’s never easy to make predictions with 100% certainty, this surge was not unexpected. Health
care experts had been warning that, with all of the attention being given to ObamaCare, individuals
eligible for traditional Medicaid would "come out of the woodwork" in droves. The experts were right.
This is not a temporary problem. New Hampshire taxpayers will have to continue to fund the state's
share of the cost to provide care for many of these new enrollees into the foreseeable future.”
"We can only hope that enrollment estimates for the new, threeyear, expanded Medicaid program
don’t follow suit. That would be very expensive for taxpayers, as they must pick up 10% of the cost of
the program should it be made permanent by the legislature."
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For Immediate Release
June 26, 2014
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Reacts to NH Ranking 30th in CNBC’s Top States for
Business
Concord House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) released the following
statement in reaction to CNBC’s recently published ranking of the top states to do business.
CNBC ranked New Hampshire 30th in the nation to do business, slipping from 27th in 2013.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“New Hampshire’s strength has always been attracting and retaining business. This should serve
as a red flag that the next legislature must work diligently to improve New Hampshire’s business
climate in order to ensure the high ranking we enjoyed in previous years. Republicans have
fought back as the current majority sought to suspend several business initiatives that were
passed by the previous legislature, however the majority continued to over spend and over
regulate businesses in New Hampshire causing us to slip from 19th to 27th in 2013 and 27th to
30th in 2014. This is unacceptable.”
“There should be a serious focus on making this state more business friendly. We should be
meeting with businesses to see what they need to thrive in New Hampshire, and not pass laws
based on what we think they need. We need to compete regionally and nationally in order for
businesses to locate, grow and create jobs here in New Hampshire. Our long term economic
viability depends on it.”
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For Immediate Release
May 14th, 2014
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Statement on House Action on SB415
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
statement relative to the House vote on SB415, a bill that would deposit the remaining surplus
funds from FY2013 into the Rainy Day fund. Democrats on the Finance committee proposed the
bill be sent to interim study. The committee recommendation passed in committee on party lines,
1310. The committee recommendation of “Refer for Interim Study” passed the full House by a
vote of 151127.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“What is there to study? In just the last month, we’ve done all of the work an interim study
committee could possibly do. Just look at the New Hampshire’s Rainy Day fund balance. It’s just
$9.3million, which is not enough to run state government for more than a day and a half. We’ve
also seen two major bond rating agencies issue negative credit alerts on the state’s financial
outlook citing our low reserve fund balance as a factor in their analysis. What other piece of
negative news could we possibly be waiting for?”
“Former State Treasurer Cathy Provencher testified in January that we should strive to have
5%10% of general fund unrestricted revenue in reserves. Our current balance represents just
0.7%  less than 1%  of general fund unrestricted revenue. Passing SB415 would be a small but
important and necessary step in reaching that goal. I’m sorry House Democrats would rather
spend the surplus rather than use it to contribute to our financial security.”
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For Immediate Release
April 23rd, 2014
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on House Approval of Gas Tax Increase
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) today offered the following
comments relative to the House vote on SB367, a bill that would, in part, raise the gas tax by
23%. The bill passed by a vote of 193141.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Whether or not you support the concept of a gas tax increase, there are many problems with
SB367. With all due respect to the bill and its supporters, before jumping into one of the largest
tax increases in recent history, we should have taken a more detailed look at the system by
which the revenue would be used, and reform that system before pumping any more money into
it.”
“In the last 2 budgets alone, $38 million has been diverted from the highway fund in excess of the
allowable amount in RSA 9:9b. SB367 may state that the new revenue can only be used for
specific purposes, but if the legislature can’t even follow a reasonable standing law regarding
highway funds, how can we say that the provision in SB367 won’t be disregarded or suspended
for future budget years?”
“Also, this bill, as written, removes tolls in Merrimack, which results in a loss of revenue to the
Turnpike Fund. Contrary to popular belief, this new revenue does not all go to local road
improvement. It allocates 42% of revenue to the I93 widening project. The I93 widening was
already allocated $50 million as part of the 10 Year Highway Plan.”
“Folks that were hoping for immediate relief for their local roads will be disappointed. Municipal
block grants will not commence until FY2016 and will be just 12% of the prior years’ revenue. In
FY2016, additional aid to towns and cities resulting from the tax increase will be just $4 million
per year statewide. Once divided up, most NH towns will get <1% of that amount. Larger cities
and towns may get 1%6%. Once they receive the grants, towns are not required to spend their
block grant on infrastructure repair.”
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For Immediate Release
April 22nd, 2014
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Reacts to S&P Downgrade of State Bond Rating
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) today offered the following
reaction to Standard & Poor’s recent report (attached) revising the outlook from stable to
negative on New Hampshire’s general obligation and stateguaranteed bonds citing, “Relatively
low reserves, with a rainy day fund balance of less than 1% of expenditures,” and, “Low pension
funding level, currently 56.7%, well below that of most other states, which we believe could result
in additional pressure on future budgets, “ in addition to concern over the recent Medicaid
Enhancement Tax court rulings.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“We were warned by our State Treasurer in January that without a significant change in policy in
regards to our Rainy Day fund, we could see our credit rating drop. While this is not the sole
factor in the ratings change, it does compound the problem and affects our ability to address
potentially major issues like what we face with the recent Medicaid Enhancement Tax court
rulings.”
“When situations like this occur, even though we realize it will not cover the whole shortfall, it is
important to have a reserve account that can significantly offset the impact. NH’s rainy day
account holds only 0.7% of unrestricted general fund revenue. This is why it is important that we
pass SB415 as soon as possible to ensure last year’s surplus is saved and not spent, and will
be there for us in the event of a revenue emergency. Even if the MET issue is resolved, this is a
prime example of why having sufficient funds in reserve is the responsible thing to do.”
“Republicans have and will continue to put forward reasonable proposals to help address the
massive unfunded liability in our pension system. Unfortunately, our efforts in the House this year
to study alternatives to our current broken system have been dismissed by the Democratic
leadership.”
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For Immediate Release
April 15, 2014
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leader Comments on House Committee Approval of Gas Tax
Increase
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) today offered the following
comments relative to the vote of the House Ways & Means and Public Works House committees
on SB 367, a bill that would, in part, raise the gas tax by 23%. The bill was recommended ought
to pass by a vote of 2611.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Whether or not you support the concept of a gas tax increase, there are many misconceptions
about SB367. With all due respect to the bill and its supporters, before jumping into one of the
largest tax increases in recent history, we need to take a hard look at the intricacies of this bill
and the system by which the revenue would be used. Republicans offered reasonable
amendments to fix some of our concerns, but none were adopted.”
“This bill, as written, removes tolls in Merrimack, which results in a loss of revenue to the
Turnpike Fund. It also allocates 42% of revenue to the I93 widening project. The I93 widening
was already allocated $50 million as part of the 10 Year Highway Plan.”
“Folks that were hoping for immediate relief for their local roads will be disappointed. Municipal
block grants will not commence until FY2016 and will be just 12% of the prior years’ revenue. In
FY2016, additional aid to towns and cities resulting from the tax increase will be just $4 million
per year statewide. Once divided up, most NH towns will get <1% of that amount. Larger cities
and towns may get 1%6%. Once they receive the grants, towns are not required to spend their
block grant on infrastructure repair.”
“In the last 2 budgets alone, $38 million has been diverted from the highway fund in excess of the
allowable amount in RSA 9:9b. SB367 may state that the new revenue can only be used for
specific purposes, but if the legislature can’t even follow a reasonable standing law regarding
highway funds, how can we say that the provision in SB367 won’t be disregarded or suspended
for future budget years?”
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For Immediate Release
March 25, 2014
Contact 6032713665
House Republicans Comment on Passage of SB413
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and Ranking Republican on the
House Finance Committee, Neal Kurk (RWeare) offered the following statements in reaction to the
House vote on SB413, relative to access to health insurance coverage. The bill passed the House by a
202132 vote
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“The majority of House Republicans weren’t convinced this bill is the right solution for New Hampshire.
There are a number of Republican members who won’t vote for any program tied to the failed
Obamacare law and the vote today reflected that. There are concerns about how the state will be able
to pay for this type of entitlement expansion in perpetuity and if that could lead to significant budget
problems down the road. This type and scale of program represents the largest increase in spending
New Hampshire has seen for some time, and it is dependent on funding from the federal government
which can’t seem to keep many promises.”
“In order to implement SB413 as written, the State requires approval from the federal government. Until
then, we will be expending resources on something that may never fully materialize. Getting that
approval prior to starting the program is common sense. Any household would want their permit
approved prior to starting a large addition. If the waivers aren’t approved, we’ll have expended
resources on startup and implementation costs and we’ll have extended coverage to citizens only to
reverse course.”
Rep. Neal Kurk (RWeare), Ranking Republican, House Finance Committee
“Republicans offered common sense amendments to add reasonable financial safeguards to the bill.
We believe that if New Hampshire enters into this expansion of Obamacare, we should to our best to
eliminate our exposure to fiscal disaster. Waivers should be in place before any aspect of any program
moves forward. Cost and enrollment estimates are just estimates. There should be some mechanism
by which the program cost or enrollment cannot balloon out of control. The cost of insuring the 50,000
ablebodied but lowincome adults who, it is estimated, will qualify for the program is significant –
about $340 million a year once the program is up and running. When the federal funding share drops
we need protections from runaway costs.”

PAGE 7

New Hampshire House Republican Office
107 NORTH MAIN ST. | STATE HOUSE ROOM 307 | CONCORD, NH | P: 6032713665

For Immediate Release
March 20, 2014
Contact 6032713665

House Republicans Comment on Passage of Paint Tax Bill
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and member of the House
Environment & Agriculture Committee, John O’Connor (RDerry), offered the following comments
relative to House action today on HB1570, a bill that would impose a tax on paint sellers that
would fund a new government program for paint disposal. The bill passed by a vote of 161142.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“This bill proposes a new tax, is antifreemarket, and antismall business. This bill would impose
a new tax on paint, borne by the retailers. Some proponents may say that sellers could absorb
the tax  currently 75 cents per gallon in the three states where the program is in effect. Maybe
large box stores, with deep pockets can, but those small town momandpop hardware stores
cannot. This new tax will no doubt get passed on to the consumer in the form of higher prices. If
this tax bill becomes law, New Hampshire consumers can look forward to higher home
improvement costs.”
Rep. John O’Connor (RDerry) House Environment & Agriculture Committee member
“Any paint manufacturer not willing to sign on with this program will not be allowed to sell their
products in NH. This will essentially eliminate the ability for new, small paint companies to enter
the New Hampshire market and reduce competition and stifles innovation.”
“The bill as proposed is far from ready for prime time and has too many weaknesses to name.
There are major legal questions that have yet to be vetted by the Attorney General’s office,
including antitrust concerns. This tax bill picks favorites and hits small retailers and consumers
without effectively addressing the full scope of the problem it’s trying to resolve.”
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For Immediate Release
March 20, 2014
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leader Comments on Additional Bill That Spends Surplus
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) released the following
statement relative to the House vote on HB1635, the second bill of the week that reopens the
state budget to increase spending by using estimated budget surplus dollars. The bill passed by
a vote of 173125.
House Republican Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“In just two days, the Democratically controlled House has passed two bills that spend surplus
funds and reopen the budget to increase spending. This is not fiscally responsible. We had an
opportunity to bolster our state rainy day fund by saving the entire 2013 surplus, something the
State Treasurer agrees is the right thing to do. Yesterday, when the House passed HB 1411,
almost half of those funds were spent. Now, by passing HB1635, we are not only opening up the
budget once again, we’re spending money we don’t have yet. We’re now proposing to use funds
from the current budget surplus, which is only anticipated, not guaranteed. This is a disturbing
trend that most New Hampshire citizens wouldn’t consider for their own household budgets.”
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For Immediate Release
March 19, 2014
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leader Statement on House Action on HB1264
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
statement following House action on HB 1264, a bill originally intended to address concealed
carry permit rules for outofstaters, but via an amendment, was changed to a study commission
with a politically charged focus. The bill was tabled by a vote of 186150.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“A simple bill with good intentions was targeted by antisecond amendment advocates in the
legislature as a vehicle for their agenda. The bill, as amended, was a dramatic departure from
the intent of the original bill and is clearly an attempt to further the discussion on universal
background checks and scrutiny on gun owners. The House, just over a month ago, already
dismissed HB1589, a bill that sought to study similar issues. The bill was defeated by an
overwhelming bipartisan majority, 242118.”
“Clearly the procedural questions that were raised during the debate were enough to convince a
bipartisan majority of the House that HB 1264 should not move forward. The House has rules
and procedures by which we should operate and many members thought this was the wrong bill
brought about the wrong way.”
“This is another demonstration that the majority of New Hampshire House members respect the
Second Amendment and the rights of gun owners.”
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For Immediate Release
March 19, 2014
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leader Comments on Bill That Spends Surplus Funds
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
statement relative to House vote on HB1411, a bill that spends rather than saves 2013 budget
surplus dollars, and reopens the budget to increase spending at the Department of Health and
Human Services. The bill passed by a vote of 185153. An amendment sponsored by Rep.
Chandler and Rep. Kurk proposed depositing all $15.3 million in surplus funds into the Rainy
Day fund. The amendment failed by a vote of 157172.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“We passed a 2 year state budget last year with a bipartisan majority. We cannot begin
reopening the budget to increase spending whenever a state agency needs a boost. It’s setting
a very dangerous precedent. The state has the equivalent of less than 1% of general fund
revenue in its rainy day account. This is unacceptable. Without adequate savings, the state has
little or no cushion if revenues fall too short of projections. The State Treasurer has
recommended putting the entire $15.3 million of surplus funds in the rainy day fund. It will
strengthen our state’s finances and credit, and in our opinion it’s the right thing to do. Ratings
agencies such as Moody’s suggest in order to maintain a AA1 rating, a minimum of 5% should
be in reserve. That equals about $70 million for New Hampshire. The amendment Republicans
offered proposed to put all of the surplus into the Rainy Day Fund, which is the financially
responsible place to put it. $15 million is a small but necessary step towards that goal.”
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For Immediate Release
March 12, 2014
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Job Killing Minimum Wage Bill
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following statement
relative the House vote on HB1403, which raises the minimum wage in New Hampshire by 24% to $9
per hour. The bill passed by a 173118 vote.
House Republican Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“This bill will negatively affect our job climate in New Hampshire and threaten the viability of many small
and medium sized businesses especially in the hospitality industry, which many workers in our state
depend on. For many small employers, a government mandated 24% wage increase is just not
affordable, and they may have to reduce their overall number of employees or try to raise prices to
compensate. In this economy, this is not a viable option.”
“The Congressional Budget Office estimates that with this type of increase, between 500,000 and
600,000 jobs could be lost nationally, with as many as 2000 jobs cut in New Hampshire.”
“Just one medium sized restaurant in the Mount Washington Valley stated that it would cost them
$20,000 to pay for this increase. In this economy there is no way they can afford this.”
“Raising the minimum wage will also eliminate job opportunities for our young workers who rely on
entry level, part time, or seasonal jobs for valuable work experience.”
“Our business community is compassionate and more than capable of making reasonable decisions
that best suits the needs of their employees and the viability of their businesses.”
“Republicans aren’t against higher wages. We are proponents of creating the economic conditions for
businesses to thrive to ensure everyone has the opportunity to earn a decent wage. Government
mandates do exactly the opposite.”
“Tying the minimum wage to an unpredictable index sets us up for major trouble. The Consumer Price
Index can increase in a bad economy. I can’t imagine how proponents of this bill plan on explaining
future automatic wage increases even during a recession. This could have disastrous consequences
for our momandpop operations.”
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For Immediate Release
March 6, 2014
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Senate Passage of SB413
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
statement in reaction to the State Senate vote on SB413, relative to access to health insurance
coverage. The bill passed the Senate by a 185 vote The bill will likely be heard in the House
Finance Committee on Monday.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“House Republicans aren’t convinced this bill is the right solution for New Hampshire. There are
a number of Republican members who won’t vote for any program tied to the failed Obamacare
law. There are concerns about how the state will be able to pay for this type of entitlement
expansion in perpetuity and if that could lead to significant budget problems down the road. This
type and scale of program represents the largest increase in spending New Hampshire has
seen for some time, and it is dependent on funding from the federal government who can’t seem
to keep many promises.”
“If New Hampshire does go down this road, we need assurances that we’re not in the slightest
way getting in over our heads. Waivers should be in place before any aspect of any program
moves forward. Cost and participation estimates are just estimates. There should be some
mechanism by which the program cost or enrollment cannot balloon out of control. House
Republicans will offer amendments to help reduce our exposure to fiscal disaster, but we cannot
eliminate our reasonable doubts or erase the potential for problems.”
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For Immediate Release
March 5, 2014
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Statement on Bill Prohibiting Electronic Devices While
Driving
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) today offered the following
statement relative to the House passage of HB1360, a bill that would prohibit reasonable use of
phones and electronic devices while driving. The bill passed by a 192133 vote.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“We have good, reasonable laws on the books that prohibit distracted driving of any kind,
whether those distractions are food related, pet related, person related or phone related. This bill
unfairly suggests all users of cellphones or electronic devices are distracted. The vast majority of
drivers have been operating their vehicles safely for years, even before handsfree technology hit
the market. We should be enforcing distracted driving laws as they stand, rather than ending the
use of cellphones for everyone.”
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For Immediate Release
March 5, 2014
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Statement on Republican Effort to Cut Meals Tax
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) today offered a statement
following the defeat of a Republican sponsored bill that would have provided an 11% cut in the
tax on meals in New Hampshire, from 9% to 8%. The bill was defeated by a vote of 184148.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Republicans will continue to explore reasonable ways to lower the tax burden on our hard
working citizens. While some would like you to believe the meals tax is primarily paid by those
who visit our state as tourists, the reality is that you and I pay it on our morning coffee or bagel,
our grilled cheese at lunch, or our pizza dinner with the family. Lowering taxes like the meals tax
is something I hope we continue to discuss as ways to help families keep more of their hard
earned money in their own pockets.”
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For Immediate Release
February 12, 2014
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments Outcome of Gun Background Check Bill

CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) today offered the following
comments relative to the House vote on HB 1589, a bill that would have placed excessive
restrictions on the private sale and transfer of firearms. The bill was defeated 242118.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“New Hampshire ranks among the safest states in America. The vast majority of gun owners in
New Hampshire are honest, law abiding citizens. The original bill was an unnecessary attempt to
solve a nonexistent problem in our state and could have made criminals out of responsible gun
owners.”
“A bipartisan majority of the House believed this bill was not necessary. By killing the bill, we
have avoided what would have been an excessive government overreach and restriction of 2nd
Amendment rights.”
“Nothing in the bill alleviated the concern that guns sales or loans to family members would not
be subject to background checks, which is an unnecessary intrusion into the rights of law abiding
citizens.”
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For Immediate Release
January 21, 2014
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Bill Restricting Gun Transfers
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) today offered the following
comments relative to HB 1589, a bill that would prohibit the private transfer of firearms between
two law abiding citizens and mandate the involvement of licensed dealers in all transactions.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“This bill attempts to solve a nonexistent problem in New Hampshire. We all know the vast
majority of gun owners in New Hampshire are honest, law abiding citizens. HB 1589 would make
some of these individuals felons by essentially making private sale or transfer of guns illegal.”
“We all want to keep guns out of the hands of those with criminal intent or those who may be
mentally unfit, but this bill is an excessive overreach. Criminals will always find ways to
circumvent this law as they do other laws. This bill does little more than chip away at our
constitutional rights and make criminals out of responsible gun owners.”
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For Immediate Release
January 8th, 2014
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Passage of Democrats’ Medicaid Expansion
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler offered the following statement
following the passage of HB544 that, as amended, contains a plan to expand Medicaid as part
of Obamacare. The bill passed 182154.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Whether or not you agree with this Obamacare Medicaid expansion proposal, attaching such an
expansive piece of legislation to an unrelated bill is not the right way to approach any issue,
much less something of this scale. House members had less than 2 days to read through an
analyze this proposal, which in our opinion, differs significantly from what the House Democrats
passed in November. This is not how we should do things in New Hampshire. Process is vital to
the integrity of what we do.”
“Democrats will have a bill in the 2014 session that will address the same issue, and we will
have an opportunity to thoroughly debate the merits of the policy. We see enough of this type of
politics from Washington and we don’t need it here in New Hampshire. New Hampshire citizens
deserve better.”
“There are many issues and questions still unanswered regarding Medicaid expansion. One
recent study showed that in Oregon emergency room use by those covered under expanded
Medicaid increased by 40%; exactly the opposite of what we were told would be a reduction in
these types of uses. This is just one example of why New Hampshire should take the time to
revisit this evolving issue, so we can come up with the right answer for New Hampshire rather
than ramming this legislation through.”
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For Immediate Release
January 6th, 2014
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on House Democrats’ Surprise Medicaid
Expansion Amendment

CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler offered the following statement in
reaction to the oped by House Speaker Terie Norelli (DPortsmouth) published over the
weekend. In the oped the Speaker indicated that House Democrats would offer an amendment
to a retained 2013 bill that would include Medicaid Expansion legislation. Language of the
amendment has not been released.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“House Democrats have again chosen to ram this significant policy change through with little or
no debate. This is one of, if not the largest expansion of a government entitlement program the
New Hampshire legislature has ever faced. Attaching such an expansive piece of legislation to
an unrelated bill is not the right way to approach any issue, much less something of this scale. On
Wednesday, the House will be asked to vote on an amendment we haven’t even seen or been
able to review. There will be no public hearing or opportunity for public input. It’s unfair to our
Representatives and to our constituents. This is not how we should do things in New Hampshire.”
“Why this surprise amendment is even necessary is beyond me. Democrats will have a bill in the
2014 session that will address the same issue, and we will have an opportunity to thoroughly
debate the merits of the policy. We see enough of this type of politics from Washington and we
don’t need it here in New Hampshire. New Hampshire citizens deserve better.”
“There are many issues and questions still unanswered regarding Medicaid expansion. One
recent study showed that in Oregon emergency room use by those covered under expanded
Medicaid increased by 40%; exactly the opposite of what we have been told would be a
reduction in these types of uses. This is just one example of why New Hampshire should take the
time to have a thorough debate on this evolving issue so we can come up with the right answer
for New Hampshire.”
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For Immediate Release
December 26, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Budget Surplus
CONCORD – New Hampshire House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) released
the following statement in response to the New Hampshire General and Education Trust Fund
Surplus Statement that announced a $72 million surplus from fiscal year 2013, part of the budget
passed by the Republican legislative majority in 2011.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“The budget passed in 2011 was based on realistic revenue estimates and sound fiscal
management through spending and tax reforms that helped keep New Hampshire on solid
footing through tough economic times. As a result, the original projected deficit of $800 million
turned into a surplus of $72 million. Thankfully, the budget that was passed this year mirrors
those important provisions, including no new taxes and fees, which Republicans fought for
throughout the budget process.”
“With the good news of $15 million more than was originally projected in June, I urge caution. We
must not rush into spending this money and show the same fiscal responsibility we have in the
past. These surplus funds should be set aside for future emergencies, and not spent on the
unnecessary expansion of government.”
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For Immediate Release
November 21, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on Outcome of Special Session
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Republican
Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) released the following statements following the
House and Senate votes on Special Session House Bill 1, relative to Medicaid expansion.
House Democrats passed the bill by a 198146 vote. The Senate bill was tabled and the Senate
voted 1311 to kill the House bill.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“The Democrats’ Obamacare Medicaid expansion plan provided nothing in the way of financial
safeguards, costcontrol or costsharing. Proponents never suggested how we pay for this
entitlement expansion that could cost state taxpayers tens of millions of dollars per biennium, in
perpetuity. Republicans offered a number of reasonable amendments in an attempt to fix this
flawed bill that were all rejected by the Democratic majority. This plan has no provisions to
ensure our exposure to fiscal catastrophe is minimized. The Democrats’ proposal was nothing
but an attempt to expand an outofcontrol Obamacare Medicaid entitlement program. This is not
the New Hampshire way. New Hampshire simply could not afford to pass this legislation.”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)
“Today, fiscallyprudent Republicans joined 26 other states and decided not to participate in a
federal program that dramatically increases spending with no caps and no taxpayer protection.
Expanding Obamacare would have cost the state an additional $4045 million each biennium or
more. This would have increased the state’s budget enough to require a new tax. In fact, this
would have been the largest single expansion of government spending this state has ever seen.”
“Republicans care about the people of this state and believe it is important that all its residents
have access to affordable health care. Expanding Obamacare is not the New Hampshire way to
make healthcare more affordable or accessible for anyone. The results today reflect that
sentiment.”
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For Immediate Release
November 14, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on Committee Action on Medicaid Expansion Bill
CONCORD  Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Finance
Committee Ranking Republican Neal Kurk (RWeare) released the following statements relative to the
Finance Committee vote on SSHB1, the House Democrats' proposal for Obamacare Medicaid
expansion.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
"Republicans are not opposed to finding a way to help our low income citizens gain access to quality
health care but we are opposed to the Democrats Obamacare Medicaid expansion plan that
jeopardizes our ability to balance future state budgets. We appreciate the work the commission and
the committee have done, but no one has suggested how we pay for the program once federal funding
drops. From 2020 forward, conservative cost estimates project a price tag of tens of millions of dollars
per year. Besides our long term cost concerns, the bill contains several provisions that were never
discussed by the Medicaid expansion commission that siphon state tax revenue immediately to grow
government all the while reducing oversight and transparency."
"This is yet another reason that this serious and complex matter should not be rushed through the
process. We should not and will not agree to take a leap of faith. New Hampshire citizens deserve
better."
House Finance Committee Ranking Republican Neal Kurk (RWeare)
"We believe it's important that lowincome New Hampshire adults have health insurance but in a way
that is affordable to New Hampshire taxpayers. Democrats would provide this coverage by accepting
expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act (aka ObamaCare) but without thoughtful and
reasonable financial safeguards. Their plan continues in effect regardless of whether the federal
government grants the necessary waivers or not. Their plan continues in effect no matter how high its
costs  the lowest estimate is around $4045 million in general funds for the 2022/23 budget. Their
plan only ends if the federal government reduces its promised cost share. In essence, Democrats are
proposing to expand an outofcontrol Obamacare Medicaid entitlement program. This is not the New
Hampshire way.

PAGE 22

New Hampshire House Republican Office
107 NORTH MAIN ST. | STATE HOUSE ROOM 307 | CONCORD, NH | P: 6032713665

For Immediate Release
November 8th, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
Republican Leaders Surprised at State Exchange Flip Flop in Medicaid Expansion Bill
CONCORD  Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and Assistant House Republican Leader
and Ranking Republican on the House Commerce Committee, John Hunt (RRindge) released statements relative
to provisions in Special Session House Bill 1 (Section 8) that repeal the prohibition of and establishes a New
Hampshire Health Benefit Marketplace.
Background:
On October 22, the House Commerce Committee voted unanimously (200) to recommend killing HB544, a bill that
repealed the prohibition on a state based marketplace and advocated state agencies, “plan for, participate in,
contract with any private entity regarding, and interact with the federal government with respect to, the creation of a
health benefit exchange for New Hampshire.”After the vote, Committee Chair Ed Butler (DHart’s Location) said of a
state based exchange, “This just isn’t the right time to pursue it.” Just one day prior to the Commerce Committee
vote to kill the bill repealing the prohibition, Governor Hassan’s spokesperson called for the repeal of the
prohibition. In 2012, HB1297, establishing the prohibition of a state health care exchange, was passed both the
House and Senate via voice votes and was signed by Governor John Lynch.
Assistant Republican Leader John Hunt (RRindge):
“In just over 2 weeks, we’ve seen Democrats in Concord unable to make up their minds on this issue in pretty
dramatic fashion. First House Democrats split with Governor Hassan and roundly reject a bill that would have
allowed for a state insurance marketplace, saying it wasn’t necessary. Just 15 days later, Democrats unveil a
flagship piece of legislation that, in part, does just that.”
“On the House floor on Thursday, I voiced my concern that this special session bill is not only being rushed
through the legislative process, but also that the process has been less than transparent. Any piece of legislation
having to do with insurance markets traditionally would go to the House Commerce committee prior to going to
House Finance. Had this bill been introduced during the regular session, it would receive a full and proper vetting
by all the proper committees, including the Commerce committee, that already rejected this concept. I hope my
colleagues on Finance follow our bipartisan example and delete this provision from the bill.”
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett):
“This is another example of why Republicans were justified in unanimously rejecting the introduction of the Special
Session bill on Thursday, prior to being able to read the bill. We were lead to believe the bill would mirror the
Medicaid Expansion Commission’s recommendation. Now that we’ve read the bill, we keep identifying things in it
that were never part of the commission’s report. Not only was this not part of the report, the concept was
unanimously rejected by a House committee just over 2 weeks ago. This entire process looks like something we’d
see out of the dysfunction of Washington, D.C.”
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For Immediate Release
November 7, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on Medicaid Expansion Legislation
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and Medicaid Expansion
Commission member Rep. Neal Kurk (RWeare) offered the following statements relative to the
unveiling of a House bill dealing with Medicaid Expansion that will be debated during the Special
Session.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“The Governor and House Democrats have proposed an expansion of a government entitlement
program that will likely push New Hampshire towards a broad based sales or income tax. We
should be looking to reform Medicaid, not grow its rolls by tens of thousands. We should strive to
find more innovative and cost effective ways to provide access to healthcare in New Hampshire.
Republicans will continue to suggest alternatives that protect taxpayers and increase personal
responsibility measures.”
“The bill also has provisions outside of the Medicaid Expansion Commission’s recommendation
and gives us even more reason to question the intention of the bill. The bill eliminates the Join
Health Care Reform Oversight Committee. This committee is essential to maximizing
transparency during the Obamacare implementation period.”
Rep. Neal Kurk (RWeare)
"The Medicaid Expansion Commission majority proposal is compassionate, but it's unaffordable
to New Hampshire taxpayers. It would expand the Medicaid program to provide free health
insurance for the working poor  that's compassionate  but it would make New Hampshire
taxpayers responsible for an unlimited increase in the state's share of the costs  that's
unaffordable. The minority of the Commission recommended a better way, one that would
provide health insurance but limit costs to the state's taxpayers. I hope the full House will
consider that more responsible approach."
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For Immediate Release
October 21, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Questions USNH Capital Projects Process, Priorities
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) released the following statement
regarding the University of New Hampshire’s announcement last month that implied that funds
appropriated by the State Capital Budget (HB25) would be utilized to install lights and other upgrades
at the University’s Cowell Stadium. Rep Chandler’s research, confirmed by correspondence with the
USNH Chancellor and Treasurer, found that the announcement came more than a month before the
USNH Board of Trustees would meet to discuss the proposal this Thursday, October 24th.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett):
“The University System continues to have credibility issues with some of us here in Concord because
of a continued pattern of misallocation of state taxpayer dollars. Having lights at the football stadium is
not conducive to providing high quality, affordable higher education to New Hampshire students.”
“The decision to prioritize this project ahead of $180million of other requests USNH presented to the
Governor and legislature earlier this year was surprising. The decision to use the State’s Capital
Budget appropriation to fund this project was surprising. And the decision to announce the project was
moving forward more than a month before the Board of Trustees would meet to discuss or approve it
was deeply concerning.”
“While it’s up to the Board of Trustees to do what they will with the taxpayer dollars they receive, they
should, at the very least, consider better ways to apply these dollars to more positively affect students’
educational experiences. I hope at their meeting this week the Board will discuss a more appropriate
use for this money or identify an alternative funding source. They may also want to review their
communications policy to avoid announcing things prematurely, and to strive towards more accuracy.”
Background:
∙
In early 2013, USNH presented a plan to the Governor for $180m in capital improvements over
the next 3 biennia. These improvements were mostly for academic and other student oriented
facilities. (See attached file “UNSH Request for Capital Appropriations”)
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∙
The House version of HB25, the Capital Budget, appropriated $8m to USNH for the biennium.
(See attached PDF of LBA’s “Compare Report of HB25” page 9)
∙
The Senate appropriation matched that $8m, only they appropriated $6m for general use at the
discretion of the Board of Trustees and added 2 line items for specific projects
o $1.5m for upgrades to Cowell Stadium at UNH
o $500k for “Hewitt Annex Renovation  NH State Veterinarian Diagnostic Lab”
∙
During the committee of conference, House members were concerned about these line items
and their divergence from the original request of USNH, which dealt mainly with academic/student
oriented projects. The line items were removed and the final chaptered version of HB25 contained $8m
to be spent at the discretion of the Board of Trustees. Implied was that they’d use the money for
projects that may more positively affect academics and student life at NH’s public universities.
∙
On September 13, UNH Athletics issued a release, linked here, announcing that Cowell Stadium
would be undergoing a $1.5m renovation using Capital Budget funds. The release received
widespread news coverage across the state.
∙
On September 19, staff from the House of Representatives inquired with the Treasurer of USNH
as to how and when the funds were appropriated. The reply stated, “The USNH Board of Trustees has
not approved the full allocation of the $8M FY14‐15 capital appropriation. We can report that $1.5
million will be allocated to the UNH Cowell Stadium lights project and $500,000 to the UNH Vet Lab
relocation project, as proposed by Senators D’Allesandro and Rausch, respectively.” (Email attached)
∙
Concerned that the announcement was happening prior to board approval and the sudden
prioritization of Cowell Stadium improvements prompted Rep. Chandler to write the attached letter to
Chancellor Leach. (Letter Attached)
∙
Chancellor Leach’s response on October 4th, acknowledged that the Financial Affairs
committee has not yet approved the projects and therefore the full Board has yet to vote on or approve
of any capital project. (Email Attached)
∙
The board is expected to meet and discuss these projects October 24th, nearly a month and a
half after the announcement that the renovations of Cowell Stadium were already moving forward.
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For Immediate Release
October 15, 2013
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leader Statement on Medicaid Expansion Commission Report
CONCORD  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) released the following
statement following the acceptance of the report and recommendations of the Medicaid
Expansion Commission.

House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“The report signed today contains both majority and minority recommendations. We believe the
concerns addressed by the minority of the commission have merit and we will ensure they
remain part of the discussion as the process moves forward to the full legislature. Republicans
will continue to offer solutions that minimize or eliminate taxpayers' exposure to unfunded
liabilities and maximize use of private insurance options.”

“We all want to find ways to increase access to affordable healthcare for our low income citizens.
We don’t want to face the possibility of an income or sales tax if and when Medicaid costs
become unmanageable.”
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For Immediate Release
October 9, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leader Reacts to NH Ranking 48th in Business Tax Study
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) released the following
statement in reaction to the recently published Business Tax Climate Index from the nonpartisan
Tax Foundation. The index placed New Hampshire 8th nationally for overall tax climate, but 48th
in the nation for corporate taxes.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“This should serve as another red flag to lawmakers that we need to take a serious look at our
approach to business taxes in New Hampshire. This year, when the Governor and House
Democrats proposed to suspend several business tax reforms passed by the previous
legislature, Republicans fought back. Those reforms will remain law thanks to Republican
legislative leaders in the House and Senate.”
“As we’ve learned, even with the meaningful reform we saw during the previous term, we need to
do more. We need to compete regionally and nationally in order for businesses to locate, grow
and create jobs here in New Hampshire. Our long term economic viability depends on it. House
Republicans remain committed to supporting reasonable and meaningful business tax reforms.”
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For Immediate Release
October 8, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leader Statement on Medicaid Expansion Commission
Recommendation
Concord  House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) released the following
statement following the approval of the majority recommendation of the Medicaid Expansion
Commission:
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“The Governor and House Democrats’ original plan was to open the floodgates and get as many
people on to this taxpayer funded government insurance program as possible. This did not take
into account the possible long term costs New Hampshire taxpayers could face. I’m happy to see
there were at least some concessions made by the proexpansion commissioners. The
departure from the original proposal is considerable but not necessarily redeeming."
“The commission recommendation is not legislation. In the end, we all want to find a solution that
will allow us to provide access to affordable healthcare for our low income citizens. What we
don’t want is an income or sales tax if Medicaid costs become unmanageable. As the process
moves forward to the legislature, we will continue to offer solutions that minimize taxpayers'
exposure to unfunded mandates and maximize use of private insurance options."
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For Immediate Release
October 5, 2013
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leader Comments on $76m FY13 surplus

CONCORD – New Hampshire House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the
following comments in reaction to the announcement of a $76million surplus from fiscal year
2013, part of the budget passed by the Republican legislative majority in 2011.

House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)

“Despite the criticism and malignment, the budget passed by the Republican legislative majority
last term has paid dividends. Sound fiscal management through spending and tax reforms
helped keep our state on solid footing through tough economic times. Thankfully, the budget we
passed that took effect this year mirrors many of the important provisions of the previous budget,
including no new taxes or fees, something Republicans fought for throughout the budget
process.”

“Even with the good news, we mustn’t rush into a spending spree. We will have a thorough
discussion on how to best apply these surplus funds that will best serve the needs of our state,
it’s people and our fiscal health.”
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For Immediate Release
September 4, 2013
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leaders React to Proposed Obamacare Exchange Plan Network
Reductions
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and CoChair of the
Joint Health Care Reform Oversight Committee and Assistant Republican Leader John Hunt
(RRindge) offered the following comments following to the meeting of the Joint Health Care
Reform Oversight Committee where discussions revealed that plans that will soon offered on the
Obamacare health exchange in New Hampshire will drastically reduce provider networks, which
may result in citizens having to sever relationships with local physicians or hospitals and drive
excessive distances to receive care.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Despite all the assurances we’ve been given by the Obama administration that we’d be able to
keep our doctors and be able to make choices regarding our health care providers, we’re now
learning that tens of thousands of New Hampshire citizens may have to drive clear across their
county to receive care. This will put thousands of families in an extremely difficult position of
either having to pay out of pocket to visit their local doctor or hospital, or have take a day off of
work, and fill their gas tank to visit one of the innetwork facilities. For people of limited means,
it’s just plain unfair.”
Chair of the Joint Health Care Reform Oversight Committee and Assistant Republican
Leader John Hunt (RRindge)
“It’s ironic that one of the main goals of Obamacare is to increase access to healthcare, but now
as a result of Obamacare, access to health care providers will be limited. Anthem, in its attempt
to deal with the perspective costs due to the nature of the people who will be mandated to buy
this product, had to make this change in order to keep the rates from spiking.”The Joint Health
Care Oversight Committee’s next meeting is scheduled for October 2, 2013, after the final
approval of the Anthem plans as well as the opening of the ObamaCare exchange marketplace.
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For Immediate Release
August 7, 2013
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leader Statement on Insurance Department Effort to Bypass
Legislature

CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
statement in response to the Department of Insurance’s efforts to bypass the legislature and
partner with the New Hampshire Health Plan (NHHP) to obtain millions in taxpayer dollars to fund
Obamacare related bureaucracy.

Rep. Gene Chandler (RBartlett), House Republican Leader:

“We have processes and committees in place to ensure we are careful stewards of taxpayer
money. The Insurance Department, with the Governor’s support, appears to be thumbing their
nose at the legislative process. It’s not difficult to see what is happening here. We have a
department and an administration who are in a rush to spend millions of taxpayer dollars to fund
Obamacare related bureaucracy. If their plan has merit, they should play by the rules and let it get
an up or down vote by the legislative entities who have oversight. To do an end run around the
legislature simply doesn’t pass the smell test. We’ll be exploring every option available to ensure
this matter goes through the proper channels.”

“I share the concerns the Senate President expressed in his letter to Commissioner Sevigny. I
look forward to the Commissioner’s response.”
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For Immediate Release
June 26, 2013
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leader Comments on Budget
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the
following statements in reaction to the passage of the State Budget committee of conference
report by the House and Senate.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“New Hampshire’s taxpayers deserve an honest and transparent budget that promotes an
efficient and accountable government that is built on realistic revenue estimates. I’m confident
this budget leads us in that direction.”
“Throughout the budget process Republicans have insisted on reliable sustainable revenue
estimates. Nothing can get us in more fiscal trouble than overestimating revenues. I am pleased
that this budget relies on revenues at levels presented by the Senate and agreed to by our
House Republican Ways & Means committee members.”
“This budget will keep our state government on a fiscally sustainable course by keeping
spending levels in check. Being able to produce a budget that helps fund important priorities
while not including any tax or fee increase is a significant achievement.”
“We are also happy to see that this budget allows for funding to our state’s valuable charter
schools while lessening the impact of downshifting costs to the counties. This budget also
continues the business tax reforms passed last year but suspended in the House version of the
budget.”
“Medicaid expansion is a serious matter that deserves a full comprehensive study an fair up or
down vote of the full legislature separate from the state budget. I’m glad we’ve been able to
maintain the Senate’s position to study before we consider implementation. Although the
timeline is tight, we will know more through this study process and our legislators can make a
truly informed vote on this stand alone issue. It’s only fair we give this policy the same scrutiny as
any other major piece of legislation.”
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For Immediate Release
June 20th, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on Budget Compromise
CONCORD  Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Finance
Ranking Republican Neil Kurk (RWeare) offered the following statements in reaction to the
conclusion of state budget negotiations between the House and Senate."
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
"We believe the Senate budget proposal was the best option for the state. The committee of
conference process is about compromise and we’re happy our Democrat colleagues in House
agreed with the majority of the Senate proposal. The Senate did a fantastic job fighting to keep
our state government on a sustainable course and adopting what House Republicans fought for
throughout the budget process. ”
“We are also happy to see that this budget allows for funding to our state’s valuable charter
schools while lessening the impact of downshifting to the counties and creating no new taxes or
fees. This budget also continues the business tax reforms passed last year but suspended in the
House version of the budget. New Hampshire’s taxpayers deserve an honest and transparent
budget that promotes an efficient and accountable government that is built on realistic revenue
estimates. I’m confident this budget leads us in that direction.”
"Medicaid expansion is a serious matter that deserves a full comprehensive study an fair up or
down vote of the full legislature separate from the state budget. I'm glad we've been able to
maintain the Senate's position to study before we consider implementation. Although the
timeline is tight, we will know more through this study process and our legislators can make a
truly informed vote on this stand alone issue. It’s only fair we give this policy the same scrutiny as
any other major piece of legislation."
House Finance Ranking Republican Neil Kurk (RWeare)
“The committee of conference report on HB 1 and 2 is one fiscal conservatives can support.
Largely following the Senate versions of the two bills, the budget is balanced using reasonable
revenue estimates without new or increased taxes or fees. Compared to the current biennial
budget, it represents a 2.8% increase in general fund spending and a 6.5% increase in total
spending.”
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For Immediate Release
June 6th, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Statement on Passage of Senate Budget Proposal
CONCORD  Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House
Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) offered the following statement in
reaction to the Senate passing their budget proposal.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“The Senate has done what some may want you to believe is impossible. They have produced a
responsible, balanced budget that includes no new taxes or fees while funding important
priorities in Health and Human Services and Education.”
“A key issue for House Republicans has been ensuring the budget is built on responsible
revenue projections. We’re pleased the Senate budget strives to do this.”
“During the budget process in the House, Republicans offered several amendments to address
some of the most substantive issues we had with the House Democrats’ budget. We’re happy to
say that many of issues House Republicans took issue with in the House Democrats’ budget
have been addressed in the Senate Budget.”
“The House Democrats’ budget downshifted millions in costs to county governments, running the
risk of spiking county property tax rates. The Senate budget went a substantial way toward
taking care of a large part of the increasing cost shift and will protect New Hampshire taxpayers.”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)
“Senate Republicans have worked very hard and put forth a responsible budget that solves the
real problems New Hampshire people face.”
“This budget includes reasonable and carefully considered compromises, so we can take care
of those most in need while simultaneously promoting a strong economy and private sector job
creation, and helping NH families and small businesses thrive.”
“House Republicans committed to do everything they could to improve the climate for economic
growth and job creation in our state. The Senate Republicans are supporting that effort with
their Budget.”

PAGE 35

New Hampshire House Republican Office
107 NORTH MAIN ST. | STATE HOUSE ROOM 307 | CONCORD, NH | P: 6032713665

For Immediate Release
Wednesday May 29th, 2013
Contact: 6032713665

House Republican Leader Comments on House Passage of Bill That Dips into
Unemployment Fund to Pay Entrepreneurs

CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
statement in reaction to the passage of SB143, a bill that would provide unemployment
compensation to and loosen reporting requirements for certain people attempting to start their
own business. The bill passed 183149.

House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)

“We believe helping people succeed is a good thing, but there are a number of problems with
this legislation. SB143 makes what some would consider unfair exceptions for a small set of
people, including giving benefits to someone without asking them to prove they are continuing to
look for work, or allowing them to collect benefits while being able to earn unlimited income
through their startup business. Unemployment compensation is there as a safety net. This bill
provides many opportunities for people to take advantage of the system and could provide unfair
competition to existing businesses.”
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For Immediate Release
May 29, 2013
Contact 9032713665

House Republican Leader Comments on House Killing Bill That Would Grant
Legislative Oversight of State CBA’s

CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
statement in reaction to the House vote to kill SB153, a bill that would have provided for
legislative oversight of collective bargaining agreements entered into by the State via a vote of
the Fiscal Committee. The House voted 191135 to kill the bill.

House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)

“Given that the terms of the collective bargaining agreements can dramatically affect the State’s
fiscal health in both the short and long term, it would only make sense to allow for some
legislative oversight into these types of expenditures. A similar approval process is already in
place for county and municipal employees. We should be able to trust our colleagues on the
Fiscal Committee to make reasonable decisions on these matters.”
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For Immediate Release
May 23, 2013
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leaders Comment on Senate Tabling Stand Your Ground Repeal
Bill
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House
Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn offered the following comments in reaction to the
Senate voting 195 to table HB135, a bill that would have repealed the “Stand Your Ground” law
passed by the previous legislature.

House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)

“Retreat is not something responsible New Hampshire citizens should be forced to do when
faced with a deadly threat. Our right to self defense and defense of our families and other
innocent victims should not be limited to the walls in which we reside. Claims that current law
would result in increased violence are unfounded. I commend the Senate for voting to table
HB135, and not repealing ‘Stand Your Ground.’”

House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)

“I would like to thank the Senate for standing up for New Hampshire citizen’s Second
Amendment rights and rights to self defense. Telling law abiding citizens they need to turn their
backs on an attacker and run away instead of defending themselves or their loved ones is
entirely the wrong message, especially in the seconds that could mean the difference between
life and death. The people of New Hampshire have a natural and basic human right to protect
themselves wherever they happen to be, not just in the confines of their home.”
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For Immediate Release
May 23, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Senate Killing the Tobacco Tax Hike
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
comment in reaction to the Senate voting 1311 to kill HB 659, the bill that would raise the
tobacco tax by 20 cents per pack.

House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“I would like to commend the Senate for voting to ITL HB659 and killing the increase in the
tobacco tax. The tobacco tax is a regressive tax that makes businesses less competitive to
begin with. Raising the tax by 20 cents would cause our state to lose revenue in many areas. Not
only will it hurt revenue, but considering the state of our economy, the last thing businesses on the
borders need is a tax increase that drives consumers away. When consumers come to New
Hampshire to purchase tobacco because of the lower tax rate, they also purchase nontobacco
products. Raising the tax will encourage consumers to go elsewhere, and make it more difficult
for businesses to succeed and grow.”
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For Immediate Release
May 22, 2013
Contact 6032713665

House Republicans Comment on House Passage of Bill Restricting Fishermen
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett), and members of the
House Fish and Game Committee, Assistant House Republican Leader Elisabeth Sanders
(RDanville) and Rep. John Burt (RGoffstown) offered the following comments in reaction to the
passage of SB89, a bill that would restrict the types of tackle New Hampshire fishermen can
use, based on anecdotal evidence of loon deaths possibly due to ingesting lead. The bill passed
225142.

House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)

“Although it’s very sad that lead may have caused the death of a handful of loons, there is not
enough evidence to ban an entire type of tackle that fishermen use. Fishermen come to New
Hampshire from all over the region to fish in our lakes and rivers. Fish & Game Department has
indicated this law would be nearly impossible to enforce. We need more study before we pass
any measure as drastic as this bill. Our state’s sportsmen and outdoor industry deserve as
much.”

“Last year’s interim study committee concluded that more time was needed to thoroughly
examine this issue and that no legislation should be introduced in 2013. Until we have a
conclusive report, this legislation is premature.”
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Assistant House Republican Leader Elisabeth Sanders (RDanville)

“After spending 6 hours listening to committee hearing testimony on SB89, and after much
research to learn more facts, I am very disappointed that SB89 passed. It seems that the wishes
of our anglers have been replaced with exaggerated tales of disaster. I believe that before more
restrictive laws are enacted, additional unbiased studies should take place. The bill did not have
the support of the Fish and Game department and commissioners. The average loss of 56 adult
loons per year due to lead ingestion is tragic. The loss of angler confidence in our legislative
decisions may have the unintended consequence of the tragic loss of fishing related revenue.”

Rep. John Burt (RGoffstown), House Fish & Game Committee
“The science behind this legislation is unproven. We shouldn’t base a legislative decision
affecting a $1.2 billion industry in New Hampshire on an unproven claim. The majority of our
committee supported the recommendation of the Fish and Game Department on every bill,
except for SB89. I believe we should have listened to them, the enforcement agency, and not
have rushed to pass this bill they say is unenforceable they say won’t save any loons.”
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For Immediate Release
May 14, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republicans Comment on Senate Amendment Blocking DRA From Taxing
Businesses Based on Tipped Employees

CONCORD  Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and Rep. Pat Abrami
(RStratham) offered the following comments following the hearing on a Senate proposed
amendment that would block the Department of Revenue Administration from being able to use
tips received by employees in their calculation of Business Enterprise Tax owed by businesses.

House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)

“I’m hopeful that the Department of Revenue Administration would not try to seek new and
interesting ways to circumvent the legislative process to reach into the pockets of our small
business owners. A clear reading of existing statutes prohibits this type of taxation The
livelihoods of many restaurateurs and their employees are at stake. This amendment is good for
business and our State’s hospitality industry. I’m happy the Senate is working to address this
issue, and we will work to ensure the House concurs with this amendment.”

Rep. Pat Abrami (RStratham), House Ways & Means Committee
“Our State’s business community would appreciate transparency and predictability in how taxes
are assessed. In this instance, it appears as if the DRA has taken it upon themselves to
reinterpret their rules. The State’s hospitality industry employs tens of thousands of people.
Without this amendment, each one of these employees is subject to becoming an increased tax
burden to their employers. If we’re looking to help our job creators in this recovering economy,
we need to step in and prevent the DRA’s new nickelanddiming scheme.”
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For Immediate Release
April 18, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leader Reacts to Senate Tabling of Education Opportunity Tax
Credit Repeal Bill
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
comment in reaction to the Senate action on HB 370, a bill that would repeal the Education
Opportunity Tax Credit program. The Senate voted to table the bill 1311.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“I applaud the Senate for taking action to keep the Education Opportunity Tax Credit in place.
The Education Opportunity Tax Credit is brand new and should be allowed the chance to prove
itself before the legislature attempts to repeal it. Figures contained in the proposed House
budget indicate that this program does not cost the State anything, therefore repealing it does
not make any financial gain. Secondly, it allows parents to explore and be better able to afford
education opportunities they may not otherwise have access to. Why some legislators want to
take away this opportunity is beyond me. We need to make sure families have the ability to find
the educational programs that best suit their children. I look forward to fighting to keep this
program alive so families can share their stories once scholarships are awarded. Education
choice should not be limited to wealthy families. We should have a way to lend a helping hand to
less fortunate families to have those same opportunities.”
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 18, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Passage of Small Business Bill
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
comment in reaction to the Senate passage of HB 598, a bill that bill increases the amount of the
recordkeeping safe harbor deduction under the business profits tax.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“We are pleased that the Senate has passed HB598. This bill will allow our small business
owners more freedom in how they operate, reduce their tax burden and facilitate their financial
success. This commonsense, business friendly legislation is just the type of measure this state
needs to take to signal that New Hampshire is open for business. We look forward to the
Governor signing this bill into law and hope for more bipartisan support of probusiness, projobs
and proeconomic growth legislation.”
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For Immediate Release
April 3, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on Passage of Fiscally Irresponsible Budget
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and Ranking Republican on
the House Finance Committee, Rep. Neal Kurk (RWeare), offered the following comments in
reaction to the passage of HB1 and HB2, the bills dealing with the State budget.
Rep. Gene Chandler (RBartlett), House Republican Leader
“When 40,000 people in our State are looking for work, this budget will squeeze an additional
$39million out of our small businesses that they would have otherwise been able to reinvest to
grow and create jobs. When incomes are stagnant, this budget raises the gas tax, tobacco taxes
and down shifts costs that will raise property taxes. When our roads and bridges need attention,
this budget diverts and additional $27million from the highway fund to other agencies. When our
economy is struggling to grow at 2% per year, this budget grows government by more than 5%
per year. It’s not a logical plan to grow our economy.”
“Republicans have fought for a more affordable, more efficient and more accountable state
government, but being in the minority, we don’t always win. The majority party, unfortunately, has
created and passed a budget that overspends, expands government and adds taxes and fees
on our already over taxed families and businesses. This is not the right direction for New
Hampshire. House Republicans will continue to bring attention to what we believe are better
ways to help our citizens and our economy.”
“Today, Republicans offered several amendments to make reasonable changes to the budget,
all of which were defeated. Unfortunately, the majority party does not seem interested in listening
to New Hampshire citizens or observing what is happening in the real world outside of Concord.”
"Our amendments included provisions to avoid downshifting costs to county governments, which
would avoid higher property taxes. It was rejected. We offered to restore school building aid,
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which was also rejected. Amendments that would have prevented the raiding of dedicated funds,
such as LCHIP, State Parks and other funds were also defeated, giving the Governor carte
blanche to turn these fee based funds into taxes by funding general government. Our
amendments to keep school choice tax credits and continue funding for new charter schools
were denied. Lastly, our efforts to lessen increases in the tobacco tax and keep in law business
tax reforms set to take effect this year fell flat. These amendments failed not because they were
unreasonable or egregious, but because the majority party doesn't seem interested in creating
jobs, a friendlier business climate, and lowering the tax burden on our citizens."
Rep. Neal Kurk (RWeare), Ranking Republican on House Finance
“This budget is balanced on unrealistic revenue estimates that simply put off the eventual day of
reckoning. It includes millions in increased taxes on working families and businesses that will
hurt the economy and job creation. It spends 10.2% more money than the previous state budget.
This budget also increases the state’s exposure to massive future liabilities as a result of
expanding Medicaid. It suspends new school building aid imposes a moratorium on charter
schools. It shifts costs of nursing home services to county property tax payers. It purposefully
underfunds line items that can be paid for later, outside of the more transparent budget process.
We have a real concern about where this budget will lead our State. It’s unaffordable and sets us
up for failure both in the short and long terms.”
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 27th, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leaders React to Passage of Bill Repealing Stand Your Ground Law
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House
Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) offered the following comments on the
passage of HB135, a bill that would repeal the “Stand Your Ground” law in New Hampshire. The
bill passed by a vote of 189184.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Retreat is not something responsible New Hampshire citizens should be forced to do when
faced with a deadly threat. Our right to self defense and defense of other innocent victims should
not be limited to the walls in which we reside. Claims that current law would result in increased
violence are unfounded. Our citizens should not be asked to risk life and limb in retreat simply
because there are a handful of thugs who might try and abuse this law. I’m deeply disappointed
that the House would vote to restrict the rights of our people and give the benefit of doubt to
violent attackers. It’s simply unconscionable.”
“How high does the cliff have to be to ensure a safe retreat? Two feet? Four feet? Six feet? Do
we really expect this decision to be made while under the threat of violence?”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)
“Telling law abiding citizens they need to turn their backs on an attacker and run away instead of
defending themselves or their loved ones is entirely the wrong message. The people of New
Hampshire have a natural and basic human right to protect themselves wherever they happen to
be, not just in the confines of their home. As a woman, I am dismayed that I will be forced to
hesitate and take invaluable time away from protecting myself. Those seconds could mean the
difference between life and death.”
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For Immediate Release
March 27, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republicans React to Committee Approval of Budget Bills

CONCORD  Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and Republican Members of the House
Finance Committee offered the following comments in reaction to the committee recommendations on HB1 and
HB2, bills dealing with the State budget and appropriations. In separate votes, the committee voted 148 to send
the amended versions of HB1 and HB2 to the full House.
Rep Gene Chandler (RBartlett), House Republican Leader
“I’d like to thank the Republican members of the House Finance Committee for their tireless efforts in looking out
for the taxpayers of our State. Republicans have fought for a more affordable, more efficient and more accountable
state government, but being in the minority, we don’t always win. The majority party, unfortunately, has created a
budget that overspends, expands government and adds taxes and fees on our already over taxed families and
businesses. This is not the right direction for New Hampshire. House Republicans will continue to bring attention to
what we believe are better ways to help our citizens and our economy.”
Rep. Neal Kurk (RWeare), House Finance Ranking Republican
“This budget is balanced on unrealistic revenue estimates and gimmicks that simply put off the eventual day of
reckoning. It includes over $70million in increased taxes that will hurt the economy and job creation. It spends
10.2% more money than the previous state budget. When the economy is growing at 2% per year, at best, and the
government is growing at 5% per year, we should have a real concern about where this budget will lead our State.
It’s unaffordable and sets us up for failure both in the near future and in future biennia.”
Rep. Lynne Ober (RHudson), House Finance Member
“This budget cuts entirely the state’s aid for school construction for the next biennium. School building aid is vital
to the safety and well being of students across the state by aiding local districts in building and renovating our
aging or over crowded education facilities. The previous legislature saw the benefit of state aid for these projects.
The Democrats on the committee apparently would prefer to grow our state government rather than aid localities in
building 21st century facilities for our children.”
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Rep. Ken Weyler (RKingston), House Finance Member

“This budget unfairly targets charter schools by issuing a moratorium on them and also ends the education
opportunity scholarship program. By stifling charter school innovation and taking away school choice options from
needy families, it’s clear that the Democrats are looking to protect failing public schools and continue their
tradition of ceding to public union interests.”
Rep. Karen Umberger (RIntervale), House Finance Member
“I find it unbelievable that the Democrats on House Finance would vote to cede nearly all legislative discretion and
allow the Governor to sweep millions of dollars out of dedicated funds to cover a budget deficit. This could affect as
many as 300 state programs or agencies that rely on dedicated funds including Fish & Game, State Parks,
Enhanced 911 System or even unemployment compensation. Responsible budgeting starts with transparency.
This is a terrible precedent to set. When people buy into these funds via a fee or license, they expect that those
dollars be used for that purpose. Why have dedicated funds if the Governor can use them as an ATM?”
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For Immediate Release
March 27, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on Passage of Gas Tax Increase
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Republican
Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) offered the following comments on the passage of HB 617,
a bill that would raise the gas tax by 12 cents. The bill passed by a vote of 206158.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Before we start imposing huge tax increases we need to make sure we are complying with all current
state laws and constitutional provisions to assure that the current and future gas tax revenues go
towards roads and bridges. Without this fix, we are just growing government on the backs of the
highway fund users.”
“Taking hundreds of millions of dollars out of the pockets of New Hampshire consumers during these
tough economic times is not the appropriate solution to fixing our roads and bridges. Quite simply, this
is the wrong bill at the wrong time.”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)
“This is yet another tax increase on the backs of those who can least afford it. We are very concerned
about the impact of a gas tax increase on the working families and small businesses in our state
during these tough economic times. Now is not the time to be discouraging economic growth. We
need to focus on getting the 40,000 people in New Hampshire who are looking for work back to work.
Further burdening our business community and forcing our consumers to pay more at the pump is a
step in the wrong direction."
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For Immediate Release
March 21, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on Bill Changing Voter ID Requirements
CONCORD – Today House Republican Whip Shawn Jasper (RHudson) and Deputy Republican
Whip Andy Renzullo (RHudson) offered the following comments in reaction to the passage of HB 595,
a bill that repeals some photo identification requirements scheduled to take effect September 1, 2013.
The bill passed by a vote of 184122.
House Republican Whip Shawn Jasper (RHudson)
“Last session, we passed a reasonable voter ID law in order to ensure that our elections are fair and
clean. It’s unfortunate that just a few months later some would like to eliminate some of these
measures, which a bipartisan majority of voters support. The Attorney General’s office is still
investigating over a thousand people who cast ballots during the last election without an ID, and have
not responded to verification mail sent to their registered address. Before we start repealing sections
of the law that haven’t even taken effect yet, we should have time to evaluate the current program in its
entirely.”
Deputy House Republican Whip Andy Renzullo (RHudson)
“Our current voter ID law is a common sense measure that brings honesty and transparency to our
elections. By eliminating parts of this law, House Democrats have made it harder to ensure the
integrity of the ballot box and guarantee that our ‘one person, one vote’ principle is not diluted by
dishonest votes.”
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For Immediate Release
March 21, 2013
Contact 6032713665

Republican House Members Comment on Bill Prohibiting Prison Privatization
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and Rep. Steve
Vaillancourt (RManchester) offered the following comments regarding the passage of HB 443, a bill
that prohibits prison privatization. The bill passed by a vote of 197 136.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“It is incredibly shortsighted for our legislature to prohibit prison privatization without having all
information regarding its possible benefits available. No matter how one feels about privatizing prisons,
we should have all the facts before us prior to making a decision of this magnitude. The state has
asked for proposals regarding this issue and we should be able to review them. All possible cost
saving measures for our state should be on the table.”
Representative Steve Vaillancourt (RManchester)
“Whether prison privatization is the answer or not, to ban it outright is totally irresponsible. Our state
has spent a good deal of money researching this topic, and to make this unilateral decision without
having a final report available is ridiculous. In a time where cost saving measures could be used to
support various programs that are currently underfunded, to dismiss a measure that could save our
state millions of dollars is a disservice to our constituents.”
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For Immediate Release
March 19, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on Gas Tax Increase Bill
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Republican
Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) offered the following statements on the committee vote on
HB 617, a bill that would raise the gas tax. The House Ways and Means committee voted 117 to
recommend the bill ought to pass with amendment. The committee amendment would raise the gas
tax by 67%. Republicans on the committee were unanimous in their opposition to the bill.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Taking hundreds of millions of dollars out of the pockets of New Hampshire consumers during these
tough economic times is not the appropriate solution to fixing our roads and bridges. Quite simply, this
is the wrong bill at the wrong time. I'm happy the Republicans on Ways and Means stuck with New
Hampshire families and small businesses by voting against this bill.”
“It is also important to note that before we start imposing tax increases we need to make sure we are
complying with all state laws and the Constitution to assure that the appropriate amount of highway
fund monies are actually going to fix our highways. The legislature’s reluctance to follow the law
shouldn’t result in a multimillion dollar tax increase for the taxpayer.”

House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)
“We are very concerned about the impact of a gas tax increase on the working families and small
businesses in our state during these tough economic times. Now is not the time to be discouraging
economic growth. We need to focus on getting the 40,000 people in New Hampshire who are looking
for work back to work. Further burdening our business community and forcing our consumers to pay
more at the pump is a step in the wrong direction."
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 20th, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on Passage of Bill Increasing the Tobacco Tax
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Republican
Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) offered the following comments in reaction to the passage
of HB 659, a bill that would increase the tobacco tax. HB 659 passed by a vote of 193167.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“With tobacco sales on the decline and border sales dwindling, the last thing we need is another
increase to the tobacco tax. This regressive tax not only makes New Hampshire businesses less
competitive, but according to the Department of Revenue Administration, will result in 5.4% reduction
in sales, hurting state revenues. Studies have shown that when customers travel to New Hampshire to
purchase tobacco products they also tend to purchase nontobacco products as well. These additional
sales will undoubtedly disappear hurting our retailers’ bottom line.
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)
“In these tough economic times the last thing our state’s businesses need is higher taxes on their
products. In particular, this bill will put our border businesses at a competitive disadvantage. Our focus
should be on improving the environment for doing business here so we can make it easier, not harder,
for our state’s employers to succeed, grow and hire.”
“We are also concerned that this tax increase will disproportionally hurt lower income families in our
state, who tend to purchase more cigarettes, and ask our colleagues in the Senate to defeat this bill.”
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For Immediate Release
March 20, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Defeat of Bill Prohibiting Medicaid Expansion
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
reaction to the defeat of HB 271, which would have prohibited New Hampshire from accepting
expanded Medicaid. The bill was defeated by a vote of 206155.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“There is no such thing as free money. Every federal dollar we would receive for Medicaid expansion
would come out the pockets of hard working Americans for this government expansion. As we know
from past experience, the Federal government cannot be trusted to uphold their end of the bargain. It’s
very possible that federal funding levels will drop leaving New Hampshire tax payers on the hook for
possibly hundreds of millions of dollars annually. Once New Hampshire enters into such a program,
we cannot pull back coverage, even if it becomes unaffordable. We also know implementation of
expanded Medicaid will involve tens millions of dollars in direct cots to the State. Expanded Medicaid
undermines New Hampshire’s current and future fiscal health. HB 271 would have prevented putting
our State in this precarious situation.”
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 14, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Gas Tax Increase Bill
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following
statement on HB617, a bill that would raise the gas tax 15 cents over the next 4 years. Rep. Chandler
testified in opposition to the bill as it was heard in the Ways and Means Committee today.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“The effects of this legislation won’t just stop with increased gas prices. Increased fuel costs will
increase the cost of doing business in our state which will inevitably force our state’s businesses to
pass along additional burdens to the consumer. This means that not only will New Hampshire families
pay more at the pump, but they will also pay more for essential goods and services across the state.”
“Taking hundreds of millions of dollars out of the pockets of New Hampshire consumers during these
tough economic times is not the appropriate solution to fixing our roads and bridges. Quite simply, this
is the wrong bill at the wrong time.”
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For Immediate Release
March 14, 2014
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leader Comments on Senate Passage of Expanded Gaming Bill
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler offered the following comment in
reaction to the passage of SB152, a bill that would allow for one location to host slot machines and
table games. The Senate passed the bill by a 168 vote.

House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“At this point, I’m uncertain of how this bill will be received in the House. There have been dozens of
expanded gaming proposals that have failed in the past. This is why we were alarmed by the
Governor’s budget proposal that included $80million in casino licensing fees. Many Republicans
thought it was irresponsible for her to base our State’s fiscal health on something that is not even legal
in the State. The House finance committee will be moving forward, creating a budget that does not
count on expanded gaming revenue, as they should. Even if some sort of gaming proposal should
pass, it’s highly unlikely that we would see any revenue in time for this budget cycle.”
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For Immediate Release
March 13, 2013
Contact 6032713665

House Republican Leaders Comment on Passage of Bill Increasing R&D Tax Credit
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Republican
Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) offered the following comments in reaction to the passage
of SB1, a bill that would increase the research and development tax credit. SB1 passed by a vote of
3427.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“This bill encourages business growth and investment in new technologies. By increasing the
Research and Development tax credit, we are sending a clear message that New Hampshire wants to
bring new, cutting edge, hitech businesses to our state. With this bill, we are investing in the
employment opportunities of tomorrow for the next generation of New Hampshire citizens. This is
exactly the kind of innovative and business friendly reform our economy needs to create real growth.”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)
“We campaigned on making New Hampshire a better place to do business and SB1 gets us closer to
that goal. SB1 shows New Hampshire is making efforts to compete with neighboring states to attract
new companies and gives our existing business community the green light to expand and hire.”
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 28, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leader Reacts to House Finance Chair’s Calls for Budget “Plan B”
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) offered the following comments in
reaction to statements made by House Finance Chair Rep. Mary Jane Wallner (DConcord) indicating
it was a “mistake” for the Governor to include $80million in gambling license revenue in the budget and
that she would be directing division chairs to search for ways to cut $80million from the Governor's
proposed budget.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“I agree with the Rep. Wallner that including $80million in gambling license fees is a mistake. Not only
is it contingent on legislation that, in the past, has failed in the House dozens of times, there is also no
guarantee that we would actually receive those fees in a timely manner, or even in this next budget
period.”
“As we know, the State would be required to have an open and competitive bidding process, but as
we’ve seen with other bidding processes, litigation is always a concern. Take for instance the recently
initiated litigation involving the Liquor Commission, who is being sued over a warehouse contract,
alleging unlawful favoritism and orchestrating the bidding process. When you’re dealing with single
vendors or licenses with industries or contracts worth millions of dollars, you’re bound run into issues
where someone thinks the process is unfair. I would urge the members of the House to consider this
aspect whenever the $80million comes into the picture. Litigation could delay the process months or
even years. It’s a gamble that sets us up to fail.”

PAGE 59

New Hampshire House Republican Office
107 NORTH MAIN ST. | STATE HOUSE ROOM 307 | CONCORD, NH | P: 6032713665

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 26th, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Leaders Comment on Bill to Repeal Ban on State Operated Health Care Exchange
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Republican Policy
Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) today offered the following comments relative to the public hearing
on HB544, legislation that would repeal measures passed by the previous legislature that prohibits the
state of New Hampshire from planning, creating, or participating in a state health care exchange.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“The Josiah Bartlett Center estimates that the cost of running a state health care exchange will be
between $10 million and $20 million a year, and not one penny will be paid for by the federal
government. Not only will ObamaCare be unaffordable for our citizens, but for state taxpayers as well.
Given the costs associated with this federal takeover of the country’s health care system, there is no
way New Hampshire taxpayers should get stuck with an unfunded mandate to put this deeply flawed
law into place. We support New Hampshire taxpayers, we support New Hampshire businesses and
workers and we will take the steps necessary to ensure current law stands.”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)
“HB 544 opens the door to tens of millions of dollars in increased costs for New Hampshire. We
mustn’t let this massive government takeover of our healthcare system intrude even deeper into our
own state budget. We should not be forced to choose between costs associated with starting and
maintaining a state exchange over other state programs. HB 544 enables the growth of government
and could cost the state money we just don’t have right now. If the federal government wants
something, they need to pay for it.”
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: 6032713665
February 20th, 2013
House Republican Leaders Comment on Passage of Bill Repealing School Choice Tax Credit
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene G. Chandler (RBartlett), Deputy House
Republican Leader David Hess (RHooksett) and House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn
(RBedford) offered the following comments following the passage of HB370, a bill that would repeal
the school choice tax credit program. The bill passed the House 188151.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Choice in education should not only be available to the rich. No parent should be forced to send a
child to a school that does not meet the child’s needs. This program became law less than one year
ago. Its first program year was to be this year. We now have businesses who have committed
donations and families who have applied for scholarships who are in limbo, not knowing if they will be
able to receive those scholarships. This program should be given a fair chance to succeed or fail on
its own merits.”
Deputy House Republican Leader David Hess (RHooksett)
“This bill repeals a completely need based scholarship opportunity that makes programs of academic
excellence available to moderate and low income families. We poured hundreds of hours into ensuring
the program would not adversely affect school districts or state revenue. Now a politically motivated bill
has threatened to end the program before it can be fully assessed. It’s unfortunate for those families
and children who could benefit.”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)
“No child learns exactly the same and each child has his or her talents and strengths. Unfortunately,
other than the choice to uproot and move to a different school district, most middle class families have
lacked choice in education, which is a barrier preventing many children from achieving their full
potential. It’s a real shame the Democrat controlled House voted today to take that opportunity away
from our state’s lower income families. Parents know their children best and we should allow families
to make choices together that are in the best interest of individual students. We made a promise to the
hundred of families who have already applied for financial assistance. We hope the repeal fails in the
Senate and we’re able to give this program and the children it helps a chance to succeed.”
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February 15, 2013
House Republican Leaders React to $17m in Business Taxes and $26m in Aggressive Auditing
in Governor’s Budget
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene G. Chandler (RBartlett) and House Republican Policy
Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) today offered the following statements following review of the
executive summary of Governor Hassan’s budget, which on page 7 adds auditor positions to
aggressively target small businesses resulting in $26 million in tax revenue. The budget proposal also
blocks tax relief to employers by repealing tax reductions passed by the previous legislature intended
to promote job creation. The Governor’s revenue summary on page 8 estimates suspending those tax
laws will result in $17 million in taxes on small businesses.
House Republican Leader Gene G. Chandler
“In order to improve the economy, it’s imperative that we continue to make New Hampshire more
business friendly. Under the Governor’s plan, tax reforms passed by the previous legislature that would
have resulted in savings to our small businesses will no longer take effect. The net result is $17m in
taxes coming directly out of the pockets of our job creators over the next biennium. This is not the
innovative approach we would have expected.”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn
“I am deeply concerned about the numerous tax increases in this budget, and it’s affect on the hard
working families and employers of our state. The Governor talks about improving the economy but in
her budget she proposes a number of antibusiness tax increases and aggressive audits that she
anticipates will bully an additional $26m out of our small businesses. We need to encourage
responsible business success and job creation, not impose disincentives and barriers for economic
growth as this budget does.”
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For Immediate Release
February 14, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leaders React to Governor’s Budget Address
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene G. Chandler (RBartlett), Deputy House Republican Leader David
Hess (RHooksett) and House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) today offered the following
statements following Governor Hassan’s budget address:
House Republican Leader Gene G. Chandler
“Two years ago, we were able to balance the budget without expanded gaming revenue. We put forth reasonable
and conservative revenue estimates, and while we had to make some tough decisions, we crafted a budget that
lived within our means. We have enough trouble relying on traditional sources of revenue without injecting a
onetime $80 million license fee based on an activity that is currently illegal and hasn’t ever passed this legislature.
Individual positions on gambling aside, putting expanded gaming revenue into the budget is setting us up for
failure.”
“This budget will place an additional burden on our state's business and residents with increased taxes and fees
including increasing the gas tax and bringing back the auto registration tax. Tax increases along with a promise to
take away school choice and opportunity for our state's most underprivileged children is not the innovation
Governor Hassan spoke about on the campaign trail.”
“I sincerely hope that the Legislature and the Governor can come to an agreement on a responsible budget that
moves New Hampshire in the right direction and does not increase taxes or fees on our already overburdened
taxpayers.”
Deputy House Republican Leader David Hess
“Building a budget on revenues from an industry that is not yet legal in New Hampshire is just plain irresponsible.
No Governor, Senate President or Speaker have ever attempted to rely on any sort of gaming revenue as part of a
budget and all believed it should rise or fall on its own merits. If the Governor wants expanded gaming, I would
suggest she craft a budget on known revenue first, then make her case for gaming revenue in the form of a
separate bill. Expanded gaming is not a slam dunk.
As we all know there have been over two dozen gaming bills defeated in the House. Forcing the issue down the
throats of New Hampshire voters in this manner is gambling with our State’s fiscal health.”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn
“I am deeply concerned about the numerous tax increase in this budget, and it’s affect on the hard working families
and employers of our state. The Governor talks about improving the economy but in her budget she proposes a
number of antibusiness tax increases and aggressive audits. We need to encourage responsible business
success and job creation, not impose disincentives and barriers for economic growth as this budget does.”
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For Immediate Release
February 13, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republicans Comment on Right to Work Bill
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett), William O’Brien (RMont Vernon) and Rep.
Gary Daniels (RMilford) today offered the following statements on House Bill 323, the Franklin Partin Right to
Work Act. The bill failed 212 to 141.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler
“According to last year’s WMUR Granite State survey put out by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center,
71% of New Hampshire adults, favor Right to Work here. That’s because the majority of Granite Staters know that
as long as we continue the practice of forced unionism in New Hampshire, we’re going to lose out on many of the
job opportunities that could keep them here. In fact, the 2010 U.S. Census reported that almost 16% of New
Hampshire’s young adults have left the state over the past 10 years. We have an obligation to our children and
grandchildren graduating college to make New Hampshire a competitive place to work again.”
Rep. William O’Brien, HB 323 Sponsor
“No private organization, including unions, should be permitted to reach into the wallets of unwilling state
employees who have chosen not to be members of that organization. Those employees deserve to keep their hard
earned money and spend it the way they see fit and not forced to contribute to the coffers of union political funds.
Simply put, Right to Work is worker freedom. It means more jobs here, more of our friends and neighbors working,
and fewer of our families having to leave the state to find suitable employment. You cannot oppose Right to Work
and say that you are committed to expanding our economy.”
Rep. Gary Daniels, House Labor Committee
“It’s unfortunate that Democrats and the unions feel the only way they can be successful is to force unwilling
employees to financially support them. How far we have strayed from the words of Samuel Gompers, the founder of
the American labor movement, when he said, ‘the workers of America adhere to voluntary institutions in preference
to compulsory systems, which are held to be not only impractical, but a menace to their rights, welfare and their
liberty,’ further noting that ‘no lasting gain has ever come from compulsion.’ Both the New Hampshire chapter of
the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) and The Business and Industry Association (BIA)—New
Hampshire’s statewide chamber of commerce—have endorsed Right to Work legislation because they know
businesses across New Hampshire and the nation want it. New Hampshire companies that have come out publicly
in support include C3 Supply LLC, Cirtronics Corp., Elektrisola Inc., Jarvis Cutting Tools, New England Wire
Technologies, New Hampshire Central Paper Products, Novus Public Affairs, Sturm Ruger and Co., Turbocam
International, Warner Power and Wire Belt Co.”
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February 12, 2013
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House Republican Leaders Comment on Committee Vote on Bill to Repeal School Choice Law
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Republican
Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) issued the following statements in reaction to the House
Ways & Means committee vote on HB 370, a bill that would repeal the education tax credit program
enacted in 2012. The committee voted 107, along party lines, to recommend the bill ought to pass.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Needless to say I’m disappointed in the committee recommendation. Choice in education should not
be available only to the rich and no parent should be forced to send a child to a school that does not
meet the child’s needs. The School Choice Bill we passed last year gives more options to students
and parents, protects local property taxpayers and gives businesses the chance to ensure a strong
workforce in the future. We need to protect choice in education, empower families and give this
program a chance to succeed. We will work with the Senate to defeat this bill and ensure this program
has an opportunity to prove itself.”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn (RBedford)
“No child learns exactly the same and each child has his or her talents and strengths. Unfortunately,
other than the choice to uproot and move to a different school district, most middle class families have
lacked choice in education, which is a barrier preventing many children from achieving their full
potential. It’s a real shame the committee voted today to take that opportunity away from our state’s
lower income families. Parents know their children best and we should allow families to make choices
together that are in the best interest of individual students.”
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For Immediate Release
February 12, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Bill to Repeal Parts of Voter ID Law
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene G. Chandler (RBartlett) released the following
comment relative to the public hearing on House Bill 595, a bill that would repeal portions of the voter
ID law in New Hampshire that will take effect in 2013.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett)
“Here we are again discussing the repeal of laws that have yet to take effect. We need to give these
laws a chance to prove their effectiveness before taking such severe action. The provisions of the
voter ID law that would take effect this year are common sense measures that hold people
accountable. It’s simple, if you don’t have an ID, you should expect to get your photo taken. If you’re
you, you should have nothing to worry about. If you attempt to cast a ballot for someone other than
yourself, we’ll have definitive photographic evidence. I'm hopeful the committee and the House will vote
to give us time to observe this aspect of the voter ID law before thinking of passing this kind of bill.”
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For Immediate Release
February 7, 2013
Contact 6032713665
Republican Leader Comments on Bill Allowing InState Tuition for Illegal Immigrants
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) today offered the following
statement on House Bill 474, which allows for instate tuition within the University System of New
Hampshire (USNH) for certain illegal immigrants. The bill was heard in the House Education
Committee today.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler
“Awarding instate tuition to illegal immigrants undermines our immigration laws and is exactly the
wrong message we should be sending especially in these tough economic times in which it is difficult
enough for families to send their own children to college let alone footing the bill for those who aren’t
playing by the rules. It’s wrong to force taxpayers of New Hampshire to subsidize a postsecondary
education for those who are breaking the law and, themselves, not paying taxes. Furthermore, giving
such fringe benefits to illegal aliens circumvents federal law and would attract more illegal immigrants
here, viewing New Hampshire as a sanctuary state. New Hampshire is made up of many citizens that
have chosen to relocate here, and we welcome and encourage that. But this should be done in a
lawful way that is fair to those who have become citizens by following the rules. We should be focused
on lowering tuition costs and providing scholarships for those who legally call New Hampshire home.”
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For Immediate Release
February 6, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on Proposal to Increase Beer Tax
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Republican Policy
Leader Rep. Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) today offered the following statements on a bill to increase
the beer tax. The bill was defeated 308 to 35.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler
“New Hampshire’s beer tax is already the second highest in New England. This bill would have raised
it to among the highest in the nation. We are pleased Republicans were able to kill this bill to help New
Hampshire’s breweries like Moat Mountain, Smuttynose and Tuckerman’s, which currently employ
hundreds of Granite Staters.”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn
“It is important that we stand firm in opposing this tax, or any other tax or fee that is increased on the
backs of our businesses and citizens. With our economy so fragile and people taking home less in
their paychecks, now is certainly not the time for state government to be taking more of their hard
earned money.”
“Our goal should be working to create legislation that improves the business climate of our state and
helps to bolster new and emerging businesses such as the microbrewery industry. A 33% increase of
the beer tax doesn’t help to achieve this goal, and is bad for businesses and consumers.”
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For Immediate Release
February 6, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leader Comments on Tax Measure
CONCORD – House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) today offered the following
statement on CACR 1, a Constitutional Amendment that would require a 3/5 majority to pass
legislation imposing new or increased taxes or fees. The measure failed 206 to 149.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler
“By passing this constitutional amendment, we would have given the citizens of New Hampshire the
opportunity to ensure that we keep limited government in place by making it more difficult to raise taxes
in the future. Unfortunately, Democrats voted today to make it easier to raise taxes and fees on New
Hampshire citizens. The economy has yet to recover and raising taxes while families across the state
still struggle financially is exactly the wrong way to help them. Passing CACR 1 would have given the
citizens of New Hampshire the opportunity to ensure that we keep limited government in place by
making it more difficult to raise taxes in the future. It would simply have put this issue on the ballot and
allowed the voters to decide for themselves next election.”
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For Immediate Release
January 22, 2013
Contact: 6032713665
House Republican Leaders Comment on HB 135, Bill to Restrict Ability to Defend One’s Self
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and House Republican
Policy Leader Rep. Laurie Sanborn (RBedford) offered the following statements relative to the public
hearing on HB 135, a bill that would repeal certain rights to self defense.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler
“My opinion on this bill cannot be any clearer. Quite simply, I believe that if one has a legal right to be in
a certain place that they should have the legal right to defend and protect their friends, family, self and
innocent people around them. It seems quite ridiculous that one would have the right to defend
themselves in their own home, but that when they are in another place that they have a legal right to be
in, they must turn and run.”
“Without the ability for one to stand their ground, we are instead subject to unclear boundaries of
having the “ability to retreat from the encounter”. Who decides when it is feasible for someone to
retreat or not? Who decides how high the obstacle must be for someone to jump over before they no
longer have the ability to retreat?”
House Republican Policy Leader Laurie Sanborn
“Supporting this bill is telling women they do not have the right to defend themselves. It is telling
mothers and fathers they can not defend their children.”
“On and above our Constitutional right to have and bear arms, we must recognize there is a natural,
instinctive, and human right to protect one’s self in the face of danger, wherever it might present itself.”
“We must ensure our laws protect good people over bad people. We hope to defeat HB 135 and give
assurance to our law abiding citizens that they to have a right to self defense.”
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For Immediate Release
January 9, 2013
Contact 6032713665
House Republican Leaders React to Lawsuit Challenging School Choice Law
CONCORD – Today House Republican Leader Gene Chandler (RBartlett) and Deputy House
Republican Leader David Hess (RHooksett) offered the following comments in reaction to the lawsuit
filed by Americans United for Separation of Church and State, American Civil Liberties Union and the
New Hampshire Civil Liberties Union challenging the constitutionality of the school choice law passed
by the New Hampshire legislature in 2012. The law allows businesses to donate to scholarship
programs for lower income families in exchange for credits against their state business taxes.
House Republican Leader Gene Chandler
“We believe the school choice law is constitutional. The policy committees that worked on this issue
did a thorough job in ensuring we had a constitutional bill. This law is intended to help less fortunate
New Hampshire families expand their education choices. It is a shame that we now have an out of
state special interest group leading the charge to challenge this law. This frivolous lawsuit will no doubt
cost the taxpayers of New Hampshire money and tie up resources. In the end, we believe the law will
stand and New Hampshire will be able to continue this program to empower families by having the
opportunity to do what they think is best for their children.”
Deputy House Republican Leader David Hess
“The legislation we worked on for several months and passed last year was modeled after similar
legislation that was fully vetted and successfully passed in a number of other states. We wanted to
ensure we had a bill that would withstand such a challenge. This is a privately funded scholarship
opportunity that makes programs of academic excellence available to moderate and low income
families. We are not giving funds to religious institutions we are giving scholarships to families. It is the
families’ choice where they choose to use the
scholarships.”

PAGE 71

